June’s Teaching Theme: The Way of the Exile
PR Speaker: Pastor William R. Horne

& H Topic: “The Way of the Exile”

23 Scripture: Daniel 3:8-18

Monthly Idea: This month’s teaching theme is “Exile” and “the Way of the Exile.” This theme
is closely related to last month’s theme of Biblical Justice and will take us 2 months to work
through. The human condition is one of exile as we live in homes that are characterized by
brokenness and situated in a world of brokenness. “Exile” also becomes a key identity marker for
the Christian, as we give our allegiance to another Kingdom - the Kingdom of God.

As “exiles” allegiant to another King and the ethics of that Kingdom, this calls us to be people of
consistent love and justice. We are to seek the welfare of our cities but never give allegiance to
the nations. In our current cultural climate, that will look like standing for systematic change to
bring about justice for black America. For those of us who have not experienced the black plight
in America, we must love our neighbor by seeking understanding and submitting to black

voices.

Resources:

Video: “The Way of the Exile”

* Click “CC” (closed captions) button and then click Settings to set the Chinese subtitles *
Discussion Questions:

1. Read Daniel 3 together. What observations do you make in the story and what stands out
to you? How would you summarize the story?

2. What are places we as Kingdom citizens must draw the line? What are places we as
Kingdom citizens can seek partnership for the welfare of the city?

1. After you answer this question, evaluate if your answer is truly Biblical or just a
culturally formed preference (this might be hard to do without serious self-
reflection or based on your current biblical knowledge you may not know).

3. As “Exiles,” allegiant to a different Kingdom, we must live by that Kingdom’s ethics.
What are some action steps you can take and we as a church can take in our current
cultural climate to live by justice and righteousness as it relates to injustice against black
America?

4. Where in your life is the pressure point where it is most difficult for you to be allegiant to
King Jesus alone?

1. Be honest with yourself. Most of these places of compromise are shaped by our
submitting to national and cultural ideologies as opposed to biblical ideologies.
This is a challenging question when honestly answered and may be complex.

5. Spend time praying together concerning these things.

Important Notes:

o [t is important that we as Christians are charitable in our seeking to understand world
events and choosing to love our neighbors by valuing their experience. It can become
easy to interpret the world through our cultural experiences alone, refusing to reckon with
other people’s experiences. In our current cultural climate, it is dishonest and unloving to
end our understanding of the global Black Live Matter protest through the lens of the
media and our cultural assumptions alone. This protest is an accumulation of injustices
going all the way back to America’s original sin of white supremacy. If we are going to




love our neighbor well we must do the work of seeking to understand the historical and
present injustice committed against blacks in America. Non-violent Protest has
continually been used in this country to bring about needed political and economic
pressure for legislated change. It is also where the word Protestant comes from as those
who protested the Roman Catholic church. Certainly, no one is for rioting and looting,
and those who riot and loot are not for justice. Therefore, the church must lead to non-
violent efforts to bring about justice.
o Narratives of “anti-blackness” are prevalent in both white American culture and Asian
American circles, thus we must be vigilant as a church to confront those narratives and
repent.
o The Babylonian Exile event for Israel becomes a Biblical image used to describe the state
of humanity as a whole. Similarly, the image of Babylon in the Bible becomes a
descriptor for all oppressive empires throughout history.
o The “third way,” or “the way of the exile” we see from Jeremiah and Daniel is not
compromise or revolt. The “third way” refuses to fit into dividing binaries but seeks the
welfare of the city - partnering where possible and drawing the line where needed. For
example, we partner with the law and criminal justice systems where it is possible for
good but must draw the line when those systems act unjustly. Similarly, we can partner in
bringing about just legislation but we never commit our ultimate allegiance to a political
party or person.
e Reminder: According to the Bible, true “Justice,” seeks out the most vulnerable in society
in order to provide protection and opportunity for flourishing. The righteous are those
willing to disadvantage themselves to the advantage of the community. The wicked are
those willing to disadvantage the community to the advantage themself. Our community
is all of humanity in a globalized world.
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This Friday discussion material is ready on LCCC WEBSITE. Sermon is 3 Hi 2% 8 A iy 32 @8 1)
F7NHB4r . My take on discussion for your reference as following,

1, under oppressive power as a follower of Jesus what shall we do? May refer to these two bible
passages.
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3, focus more on how to apply the sermon into our lives.



